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Cost of Living and 
Doing Business
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Fuel poverty was more prominent in West Yorkshire before the current 
crisis, and forecasts show the issue will get worse

The Energy Price Guarantee still represents a doubling of average energy bills compared with last winter. When the
Energy Bill Support Scheme ends in March 2023, one in three West Yorkshire households will be in fuel poverty without
further support for households. This is different to the Energy Price Guarantee, which sets a cap on the unit cost of
energy.

Source: End Fuel Poverty Coalition, 2022
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https://www.endfuelpoverty.org.uk/price-cap-methodology/
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Energy intensive businesses make up a greater proportion of West 
Yorkshire firms, as do those at an enhanced risk of rising energy bills

High risk firms are those who are both highly energy intensive, and operate within internationally competitive markets,
exposing them to competition from countries where energy prices may be relatively lower. Those at an enhanced risk
include those who do not meet the energy intensity threshold, but face the risk from international competitors.

Source: Bureau van Dijk, 2022
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Distribution of energy intensive firms

Source: Bureau van Dijk, 2022



LCR Business 
Survey
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More businesses in Leeds and West Yorkshire saw improvements in 
their business in the past 12 months than the West Yorkshire average
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Businesses in West Yorkshire have a generally neutral expectation of 
business performance in the next 12 months
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63% of West Yorkshire businesses are expecting to increase wages, 
but it is unlikely that these rises will be enough to combat inflation
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West Yorkshire receives fewer visits on every day of the week now than 
it did pre-Covid-19
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Home to Work journeys were at their lowest levels in June 2022
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Index of Multiple 
Deprivation (2019)
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What is the Index of Multiple Deprivation?

The IMD measures relative levels of deprivation in 32,844 neighbourhoods
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How can it be used?

• Comparing small areas

• Exploring domains

• Comparing larger administrative 

areas

• Examining changes in relative 

deprivation over time

• Identifying deprived people

• Measuring affluence

• Comparing with other UK 

countries

• Measuring absolute changes in 

deprivation over time



West Yorkshire Combined Authority westyorks-ca.gov.uk



West Yorkshire Combined Authority westyorks-ca.gov.uk



West Yorkshire Combined Authority westyorks-ca.gov.uk

In what ways has West Yorkshire become more deprived?

2019
Top 10 

Worst Income Employment Education Health Crime Barriers Living

1 Liverpool City Region Liverpool City Region Sheffield City Region Liverpool City Region Greater Manchester London Cornwall and Isles of Scilly

2 Tees Valley Tees Valley Tees Valley Tees Valley Leeds City Region The Marches Greater Birmingham and Solihull

3 Black Country North East Humber Greater Manchester Tees Valley Worcestershire Lancashire

4 Greater Birmingham Greater Manchester Black Country Lancashire Humber Greater Cambridge Cumbria

5 Greater Manchester Greater Birmingham Leeds City Region North East Sheffield City Region New Anglia The Marches

6 Humber Sheffield City Region Liverpool City Region Sheffield City Region North East Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Liverpool City Region

7 North East Humber Greater Birmingham Cumbria Solent Coast to Capital Heart of the South West

8 Lancashire Black Country Greater Lincolnshire Humber Lancashire Thames Valley Berkshire Leeds City Region

9 Sheffield City Region Lancashire D2N2 Leeds City Region Liverpool City Region YNYER Solent

10 Leeds City Region Leeds City Region Greater Manchester Greater Birmingham West of England Greater Birmingham Humber

32 Leeds City Region

2015
Top 10 

Worst Income Employment Education Health Crime Barriers Living

1 Liverpool City Region Liverpool City Region Sheffield City Region Liverpool City Region London The Marches Cornwall and Isles of Scilly

2 Tees Valley Tees Valley Tees Valley Tees Valley Humber Greater Birmingham and SolihullCumbria

3 Black Country North Eastern Humber Greater Manchester Lancashire London The Marches

4 Greater Birmingham Humber Black Country North Eastern Greater Manchester Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Lancashire

5 Humber Greater Manchester Leeds City Region Lancashire Tees Valley Worcestershire Heart of the South West

6 Greater Manchester Black Country Liverpool City Region Sheffield City Region Leeds City Region New Anglia Greater Birmingham and Solihull

7 North Eastern Greater Birmingham Greater Birmingham Cumbria Liverpool City Region Greater Cambridge and Greater PeterboroughLondon

8 Sheffield City Region Sheffield City Region D2N2 Leeds City Region Northamptonshire York, North Yorkshire and East RidingLeeds City Region

9 Lancashire Lancashire Stoke-on-Trent and StaffordshireHumber Sheffield City Region Swindon and Wiltshire Liverpool City Region

10 Leeds City Region Leeds City Region Greater Manchester Stoke-on-Trent and StaffordshireGreater Lincolnshire Cumbria Solent

34 Leeds City Region
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